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HOMEWORK POLICY

Help for non-English speakers

i-i-‘ If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please contact
Mornington Secondary College.

Interpreter

PURPOSE

To outline to our school community the Department’s and Mornington Secondary College’s policy
requirements relating to homework.

SCOPE

This policy applies to students in all year levels and staff responsible for setting and monitoring
homework at Mornington Secondary College.

RATIONALE

Mornington Secondary College has developed this Homework Policy in consultation with the School
Council to support student learning and wellbeing by:
e providing opportunities for students to review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills
e providing opportunities for students to apply new knowledge
e providing opportunities for students to prepare for future lessons
e provides training for students in planning and organising time
e develops a range of skills in identifying and using information resources
e strengthens home-school links
o reaffirms the role of parents and caregivers as partners in education
e Provides parents and caregivers with insights into what is being taught in the classroom and
the progress of their children
e encouraging students to enrich or extend knowledge individually, collectively and
imaginatively
e Challenges and extends gifted and talented children

DEFINITIONS

Homework is tasks assigned to students by teachers that are meant to be carried out during non-
school hours.

POLICY

Mornington Secondary College expects students to further develop and consolidate their independent
learning skills by completing home learning tasks. Home learning has a positive effect on learning and
is an important part of reinforcing the concepts that are introduced in class. It also plays a significant
role in building work ethic, self-discipline and responsibility.
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At Mornington Secondary College all homework set by teachers will be:

e it reinforces the connection between the classroom curriculum and the world outside of class
and extends class work, consolidates basic skills and knowledge

e it is challenging and purposeful, but not so demanding that it has adverse effects on the
student’s motivation

e students take responsibility for their Home Learning, supported by their parents or guardians.

e itis well coordinated and teacher expectations are well communicated

e itis seton aregular basis and establishes a routine of home study

e teachers set suitable amounts of HOME LEARNING Tasks which are varied and at an
appropriate level considering the age, stage of schooling and capabilities of students

e it takes into account students’ home responsibilities and extracurricular activities such as
clubs, sport and part-time employment

e itis marked promptly and accurately

o feedback and follow-up are provided regularly to students

e it develops and extends the core learning skills of inquiry and independent study

Home Learning Task Guidelines:

Teachers at Mornington Secondary College are encouraged to exercise their discretion in assigning
tasks that are appropriate for their students. Home learning assigned across different learning areas
will be coordinated by year level coordinators to avoid unreasonable workloads for students.

Each student should be completing 1 home learning task per subject. As students progress up the
school the expectations of each home learning task will increase (ie. the length of time required to
complete the task will be longer/ the task will be more complex)

Years 7 to 9: This will generally range from 30 — 45 minutes a day at Year 7-8 and increase to 45— 90
minutes a day in Year 9.

Years 10 to 12: Will generally increase, and require from 1-3 hours per weekday night, with up to 6
hours on weekends during peak VCE periods.

All home learning tasks will be available on COMPASS. Students failing to complete home learning
tasks or submitting home learning tasks by due dates will be given consequences by their class teacher.
Continued failure to complete home learning tasks will result in year level coordination intervention.

Types of Home Learning Tasks:
The amount of time that students are expected to spend on HOME LEARNING Tasks will depend upon

the age, ability, home environment and extracurricular activities of students. It is important that
students of all ages have opportunities for free time, leisure and physical activities outside of school.
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The three main types of Home Learning Tasks are:

Practice exercises - providing students with the opportunities to apply new knowledge, or review,
revise and reinforce newly acquired skills, including:

e consolidation exercise e.g. maths, including memorisation of multiplication tables
practising for mastery e.g. spelling words

revising information about a current topic

practising words or phrases learnt in a Language Other Than English (LOTE)
reading for pleasure

e essay writing

e summary notes

Preparatory Home Learning Tasks - providing opportunities for students to gain background
information on a unit of study so that they are better prepared for future lessons, including:

e background reading

e reading e.g. English text for class discussion
e researching topics for a class unit of work

e collecting items e.g. geometric shapes.

Extension assignments - encouraging students to pursue knowledge individually and imaginatively,
including:

e writing e.g. a book review

e making or designing something e.g. an artwork

e investigations e.g. science, social science

e researching e.g. history, local news

e information and retrieval skills e.g. using a home computer to find material on the Internet
e monitoring e.g. advertising in particular news media

Home learning tasks recognise the place of technology in today’s world and the benefits of using
technology such as home computers, E-mail, and the Internet for organising and accessing
information. However, students who do not have access to such technology at home should not be
disadvantaged.

SHARED EXPECTATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Homework is a shared responsibility between the school, teachers, students and their parents/carers.
In order to get the most out of homework tasks, it is important that everyone understands their
obligations and responsibilities.

Responsibilities and expectations for leaders at Mornington Secondary College are to:
e advise teachers, students and parents/carers of homework expectations at the beginning of
the school year and provide them with access to the homework policy.

Responsibilities and expectations for teachers at Mornington Secondary College are to:
e set homework that is curriculum-aligned and appropriate to the student’s skill level and age
e ensure homework tasks are purposeful — this means they are deliberately designed and
planned to support student learning (so, they are not ‘busy work’ or where students ‘finish
off” work they did/could not complete in class)
e assess homework and provide timely and practical feedback
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ensure the amount of homework set supports a student to engage with a range of
recreational, family and cultural activities outside of school hours

[For primary schools] avoid setting homework that requires the use of a digital device. This
does not prevent students from choosing to use digital devices to support their homework
where appropriate

offer opportunities for families to engage in their children’s learning.

Responsibilities and expectations for students are:

being aware of the schools homework policy

discussing homework expectations with their parents/carers

accepting responsibility for the completion of homework tasks within set time frames
following up on comments made by teachers

seeking assistance when difficulties arise

organising their time to manage home obligations, participation in physical activity and sports,
recreational and cultural activities and part-time employment (for older students)

ensuring work is of a high standard

Responsibilities and expectations for parents/carers are:

ensuring there is a balance between the time spent on homework and recreational, family
and cultural activities
talking to teachers about any concerns they have about the homework
discussing homework with their child in their first language, if English is not the main language
spoken at home,
in dialogue, linking homework to:
o previous experiences the child and/or parent/carer may have had
o family culture(s), history(ies) and language(s)
o relevant services, clubs, associations and community.
ensuring there is a quiet study area for their child to complete homework.

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS/CARERS

Mornington Secondary College understands that students have different learning strengths,
preferences and interests and may approach learning activities and homework differently. If
parents/carers are concerned their child may not understand the homework tasks that have been set
or is spending a long period of time completing their homework, we encourage parents/carers to
speak to their child’s teacher.

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

Included in staff induction processes and staff training

Available publicly on our school’s website (or insert other online parent/carer/student
communication method)

Included in staff handbook/manual
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RELATED POLICIES AND RESOURCES

e Homework — Department Policy

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed

August 2026

Consultation

School Council 08/09/26

Approved by

Principal

Next scheduled review date

August 2029
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https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/homework/policy

